Key Commitments of the “African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child”, Adopted July 1990 OAU and entered into force 29 November 1999, CAD/LEG/24.9 (1990).

This document notes the obligations that State Parties must adhere to in order to meet the special developmental, welfare and human rights needs of African children whose development has been exacerbated by natural disaster, armed conflict and exploitation. Chapter One describes basic Rights and Duties, while and Chapter Two discusses Establishment and Organisation of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. Parties to the Charter are legally obligated to support children’s rights which include:

· Non-discrimination (Articles III and XXVI) and observance of the child’s best interests (IV). 

· Survival and development (Article V);

· Education (Article XI , items 1, 2 [a-e].4-7) for all children including disabled children (Article XIII), as well as access to Health and Health Services (Article XI (items 1 and 2 [a-j]);

· Elimination of harmful social and cultural practices (XXI);

· All feasible measures to protect and care for children affected by Armed Conflict (Article XXII), including Refugee Children (Article XXIII, items 1-4);

Protection against all forms of sexual exploitation and sexual abuse (XXVII).
