EXPERT STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEW INSTRUMENT

Ghana APRM Study Section 1: Democracy and Good Political Governance

Name of Interviewee: ​​​_____________________________

Region  ________________________________

	Area of Response
	Name/Institution of Respondent

	Objective One: Conflicts 
	

	Objective Two: Constitutional Democracy
	

	Objective Three: Human Rights 
	

	Objective Four: Separation of Powers
	

	Objective Five: Pubic Service 
	

	Objective Six: Corruption
	

	Objective Seven: Women’s Rights 
	

	Objective Eight: Children’s Rights 
	

	Objective Nine: Rights of vulnerable groups
	


Objective 1: Prevention and reduction of intra- and inter-state conflicts

1.  What are the recent or on-going conflicts within Ghana and the sources of these? Comment on the last five years

[Interviewer: prompt respondent to outline the MAJOR causes or potential causes of these conflicts]

(a) Conflict: ____________________________

(b) Source of conflict: 

(c) Conflict: ______________________________

(d) Source of conflict: 

(e) Conflict: ______________________________

(f) Source of conflict: 

2. What are the recent or on-going conflicts between Ghana and neighbouring countries?  

(a) Conflict: ___________________________________

(b) Source of conflict: 

(c) Conflict: ______________________________

(d) Source of conflict: 

3.  What are the mechanisms that exist for preventing, reducing, managing, and resolving conflicts in Ghana?  

[Effectiveness implies the measures that have been taken to sustain progress in conflict and post-conflict management (monitoring, evaluations and follow-up)]

(a) Mechanisms for prevention: 

(b) Effectiveness of these mechanisms: 

(c) Mechanisms for reduction: 

(d) Effectiveness of these mechanisms: 

(e) Mechanisms for management: 

(f) Effectiveness of these mechanisms: 

(g) Mechanisms for resolution: 

(h) Effectiveness of these mechanisms: 

4.  To what extent have regional and sub-regional organisations been involved in intra-state conflict resolution affecting Ghana? 

a) Describe the organizations and their involvement: 

b) Assess the effectiveness of this involvement in preventing and managing conflicts, maintaining peace, security and stability 

5.  To what extent have regional and sub-regional organisations been involved in inter-state conflict resolution affecting Ghana? 

a) Describe the organizations and their involvement: 

b) Assess the effectiveness of this involvement in preventing and managing conflicts, maintaining peace, security and stability 

6a.  What were the challenges faced by these organisations in seeking to play a role in conflict resolution and the steps being taken to mitigate these challenges? (specify for inter-state or intra-state) 

6b. What steps (if any) did these organizations take to mitigate these challenges? 

7a. Has Ghana ratified adequate international, regional, and sub-regional codes and standards relating to conflict resolution? 

7b. Is Ghana complying by ratified standards and codes? 

Objective 2: Constitutional democracy, including periodic political competition and opportunity for choice, the rule of law, citizen rights and supremacy of the Constitution

1. Does politics as practised in Ghana allow for free and fair competition for power and the promotion of democratic governance? 

[Interviewer: if prompted for clarification, explain that we know that there are legal stipulations for free and fair competition, but in practise, how does this work? Is there a level playing field for political parties to compete for office?} 

Comment: 

2. Are constitutional/legal provisions and regulations governing political association in Ghana effective with respect to party viability? 

Take into account amongst other things membership, policies and resource allocation for political parties in the country

3a) How effective is the electoral system in terms of its capacity to deliver results that are adjudged to be broadly free and fair? 

3b) Provide evidence of recent contentious electoral cases and how the courts resolved them. 

5a.  How effective is the rule of law in practice? 
5b. How effective is the supremacy of the constitution in practice? 

6. How effectively does the Constitution foster decentralization in terms of the following?
Fiscal decentralization 

Decision-making

Resource allocation 

Institutional Capacity  

Service Delivery  

7.  How has decentralisation contributed to the quality of governance? 

[Guidelines: do you find evidence of improved broad participation of people at the grass root levels due to decentralisation; is there evidence of improved accountability of the decentralised entities to stakeholders; and evidence of the effective delivery of public services at the decentralised level] 

8a.  In practice, are the security services subject to the rule of law and the oversight of civil authorities? Please elaborate 

[For example, are there cases of security agencies violating the rights of citizens and being held accountable?]

8b. Assess the effectiveness of the democratic control over the budget and the use of security services

[For example, are budgets/expenditures of security services scrutinized by the relevant committees including civil society?] 

9a. Has Ghana ratified adequate international, regional, and sub-regional codes and standards relating to constitutional democracy? 

9b.  Is Ghana complying by ratified standards and codes?

Objective 3: Promotion and protection of economic, social and cultural rights; civil and political rights as enshrined in African and international human rights instruments

1.  How effective are the legal measures that have been put in place to promote and protect civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights?

(a) Civil rights (e.g. Right to equal treatment before the law; freedom of speech) 

(b) Political Rights (e.g. Right to vote, right to demonstrate) 

(c) Economic Rights (e.g. Right to employment, property rights)

(d) Social and Cultural Rights (e.g. right to education, health, to practise customs)

2.  How effective are the legal provisions/institutions/mechanisms put in place to promote equal access to justice? 

3. Has Ghana ratified adequate international, regional, and sub-regional codes and standards relating to human rights? 

​

3b. Is Ghana complying by ratified standards and codes?

Objective 4: Uphold the separation of powers, including the protection of the independence of the judiciary and of an effective legislature

1a. Assess the effectiveness of the separation of powers in Ghana, and of mechanisms for checks and balances between branches of government.

(i) Legislative-Executive 

Legislative-Judiciary 

Judiciary-Executive 

Executive-Judiciary  

1b. Are the mechanisms for resolving conflicts between branches of government effective? 

2. To what extent is the judiciary independent? Provide evidence to support your assessment. [Possible areas to focus on: resource allocation, procedure for appointment, determination and security of tenure, promotion, remuneration and sanction of judicial officers] 

3.  To what extent is the legislature independent? Provide evidence to support your assessment. [possible focal areas: the initiating of bills, proposing amendments (including amendments to the budget), and opportunity to question executive action] 
Objective 5: Ensure accountable, efficient and effective public office holders and civil servants

1. Are the following measures to ensure an efficient and effective civil service (including problems of capacity limitations) adequate and effective?

Legal Provisions 

Institutions 

Resource allocation  

2. Are mechanisms for promoting the evaluation of civil service delivery, including the opportunity for citizens to express their opinion on the quality of service delivery effective? 

3.  To what extent does Ghana have a transparent human resource management system concerning civil servants? [focal areas: recruitment, training, promotion, management and evaluation] 

4. Provide an assessment of civil society consultation and/or involvement in national decision-making

5. Are regulatory mechanisms for civil society/media accountability and transparency effective? [Interviewer: may have to explain the idea behind this question…we want to know if civil society and media also adhere to sound principles of accountability, because if they do, it makes their job as “watchdogs” of public office holder more effective]

(i) Civil Society

(ii) Media 
6) Assess the extent to which Ghana has developed an enabling environment for the work of the media and civil society. 

(i) Civil Society

(ii) Media

Objective 6: Fighting corruption in the public sphere

1) Provide an assessment of the overall perception of corruption in Ghana in the public sphere, media, and civil society in the last five years [In other words, what is the state/level/degree of corruption] 

Corruption within the Government 

Corruption in the media service 

Corruption in civil society  

2.  What measures and actions have been taken to combat corruption in the public sphere and with what results? 

3. Are the legal and institutional measures that have been taken to combat corruption effective? [Including but not limited to: requirements for declaration of assets; establishment of specialised anti-corruption entities and the procedure of appointment of the heads of these entities]

4a. Has Ghana ratified adequate international, regional, and sub-regional codes and standards relating to corruption? 

​

4b. Is Ghana complying by ratified standards and codes?

Objective 7: Promotion and protection of the rights of women

1a. Assess the effectiveness of the measures taken to articulate and guarantee the rights of women in Ghana, and outline the challenges faced. [For example, examine gender mainstreaming, ensuring representation of women in decision-making positions]

1b.  What are the challenges faced in guaranteeing the rights of women

2. Provide details of measures taken to sustain progress of ensuring women’s rights (training, evaluation and monitoring)

3. Assess the following measures designed to enhance women’s role in society, including participation in politics and leadership positions

Legal provisions 

Institutions 

Programmes (national or local) 

4. Describe the challenges faced in enhancing women’s role in Ghanaian society (including participation in politics and leadership positions), and measures taken to sustain progress

Politics

Leadership positions  

5a. Has Ghana ratified adequate international, regional, and sub-regional codes and standards relating to women’s rights? 

​

5b. Is Ghana complying by ratified standards and codes?  

Objective 8: Promotion and protection of the rights of children and young persons

1. How effective are the following in promoting and protecting the rights of children, in terms of the overall improvement of the status of children and young persons in Ghana over the last five years? [Examples of areas to cover: health, education, custody and guardianship, right to seek information to enhance social, spiritual, physical and mental well-being; protection from slavery and prostitution etc] 

Legal provisions 

Institutions 

Resource allocation 

2. Provide evidence of measures taken to sustain progress of ensuring children’s rights (training, monitoring, follow-up actions, adjustment, reports available)

3a. Has Ghana ratified adequate international, regional, and sub-regional codes and standards relating to the rights of children? 

​

 3b. Is Ghana complying by ratified standards and codes? 

Objective 9: Promotion and protection of the rights of vulnerable groups, including internally displaced persons and refugees

1. Assess the effectiveness of legal provisions, institutions and resource allocation undertaken to promote and protect the rights of vulnerable groups and refugees

Legal provisions 

Institutions 

Resource allocation  

2. Provide evidence of measures taken to sustain progress of ensuring the rights of vulnerable groups (training, monitoring, follow-up actions, adjustment, reports available)

3a. Has Ghana ratified adequate international, regional, and sub-regional codes and standards relating to the rights of vulnerable groups? 

 3b.  Is Ghana complying by ratified standards and codes? 
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